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SUBJECT: US-ILO RELATIONS: APPLICATION OE CONVENTIONS 
REF: (A) STATE 38223, (B) STATE 101278 

1 . ON SEVERAL OCCASIONS DURING LAST LEW DAYS, HIGH-LEVEL, 
AUTHORITATIVE ILO SOURCES HAVE INFORMED LABATT THAT 
DIRECTOR-GENERAL BLANCHARD PLANS TO MAKE A DRAMATIC 
APPEAL TO THE DELEGATES AT THE JUNE CONEERENCE TO AGREE 
TO "TAKE NOTE" OE THE 1978 REPORT OF THE CONEERENCE COM- 
MITTEE ON THE APPLICATION OP CONVENTIONS AND RECOMMENDA- 
TIONS. BLANCHARD HOPES THAT IP THE DELEGATES AGREE TO 
NOTE THE REPORT RATHER THAN VOTING ON WHETHER TO ACCEPT 
IT MUCH OP THE CONTENTIOUSNESS THAT HAS DOMINATED ILO 
CONPERENCES IN THE LAST SEVERAL YEARS WOULD BE REDUCED. 

IN ADDITION, ACCORDING TO THESE SOURCES, BLANCHARD 
BELIEVES THERE SHOULD BE LESS CONPUSION OVER THE ROLES 
OP THE STANDARD-SETTING MACHINERY OP THE ILO. OF 
PARTICULAR CONCERN IS THE ROLE OF THE COMMITTEE OP 
EXPERTS, WHOSE ANNUAL REPORT SERVES AS THE BASIS EOR 
THE REPORT OP THE CONFERENCE COMMITTEE. WHEN THE CON- 
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PERENCE COMMITTEE REPORT IS SUBJECTED TO POLITICS AND 
REJECTED BY THE CONEERENCE (AS IN 1977) THERE IS A 
PALL-OUT ON THE COMMITTEE OP EXPERTS AND ITS OWN REPORT. 

BLANCHARD AND OTHER ILO OFPICIALS RELIEVE THE WORK OP THE 
COMMITTEE OF EXPERTS SHOULD BE SEPARATED FROM THE WORK OF 
THE CONEERENCE, STANDING AS AN AUTHORITATIVE ANALYSIS OP 
CONVENTIONS BY AN INDEPENDENT COMMITTEE OF EXPERTS. 
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2. BLANCHARD DOES NOT INTEND BY HIS ACTION TO ELIMINATE 
OR REDUCE DEBATE ON THE EINDINGS OE THE CONFERENCE COM- 
MITTEE. HE BELIEVES DEBATE COULD AND SHOULD CONTINUE. 

IF THE CONFERENCE COMMITTEE FINDS A COUNTRY TO BE 
PARTICULARLY GUILTY OF VIOLATING A CONVENTION OR 
RECOMMENDATION, MEMBER ORGANIZATIONS AND DELEGATES HAVE 
AT THEIR DISPOSAL THE ILO CONSTITUTIONAL PROCEDURES FOR 
COMPLAINTS. 

3. ILO OFFICIALS HAVE ASKED OUR REACTION TO THE BLANCHARD 
INITIATIVE. THEY REALIZE THE ISSUE IS CONTROVERSIAL AND 
THAT BLANCHARD MAY HAVE DIFEICULTY GAINING THE SUPPORT 
OF PARTICULARLY THE G-77 AND SOVIET-INFLUENCED DELEGATES. 
THE MISSION BELIEVES THE PROPOSAL IS SOUND, ESPECIALLY 

IN SO FAR AS IT WOULD INCREASE THE INDEPENDENCE AND THE 
IMPORTANCE OF THE COMMITTEE OE EXPERTS WORK. WE UNDER- 
STAND A SIMILAR CONCEPT WAS EXPLORED POSITIVELY BY THE 
AFL-CIO WITHIN THE LAST FEW MONTHS. 

4. MISSION WOULD APPRECIATE DEPARTMENT VIEWS ON THE 
BLANCHARD INITIATIVE. FYI: WE UNDERSTAND THE ILO IS 
ALSO SEEKING AFL-CIO REACTION THROUGH IRVING BROWN. 

END FYI. 

5. ILO OFFICIALS ASKED THAT WE TREAT THE FOREGOING AS 
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EXTREMELY SENSITIVE AND CONFIDENTIAL. VANDEN HEUVEL 


CONFIDENTIAL 


NNN 


Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 



Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 
Capture Date: 01 jan 1994 
Channei indicators: n/a 
Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: INTERNATIONAL LABOR ORGANIZATIONS, RELATIONS WITH INTERNATIONAL ORGS, BRIEFING MATERIALS 

Control Number: n/a 
Copy: SINGLE 
Draft Date: 24 apr 1978 
Decaption Date: 01 jan 1960 
Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 20 Mar 2014 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1978GENEVA06188 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: GS 

Errors: N/A 

Expiration: 

Film Number: D7801 75-0974 

Format: TEL 
From: GENEVA 
Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1978/newtext/t19780425/aaaaauug.tel 

Line Count: 95 
Litigation Code IDs: 

Litigation Codes: 

Litigation History: 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 
Message ID: 2cd5c9a8-c288-dd1 1-92da-001cc4696bcc 
Office: ACTION 10 

Original Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 
Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 2 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: 78 STATE 38223, 78 STATE 101278 
Retention: 0 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 29 jul 2005 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 
Review Media Identifier: 

Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
SAS ID: 2873397 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: US-ILO RELATIONS: APPLICATION OF CONVENTIONS 
TAGS: ELAB, PORG, ILO 
To: STATE 
Type: TE 

vdkvgwkey: odbc://SAS/SAS.dbo.SAS_Docs/2cd5c9a8-c288-dd1 1-92da-001cc4696bcc 
Review Markings: 

Sheryl P. Walter 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
20 Mar 2014 

Markings: Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 


Sheryl P. Walter Declassifled/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 



